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A memory of mine 
I grew up in a working class town in the Midlands during the 1960's, 
nowhere near the sea. We did not have much money, my dad was a 
builder and my mum worked in the school kitchens and making fish 
hooks at home and I packed them for pocket money. Every Friday I 

remember my dad coming home with his wage packet and the money 
was put into different jam jars for various bills........one was for 

holidays. I had a lot of hand me down clothes from my cousins but we 
always had a holiday once a year.

The car I remember best was an old Austin 1100 and the holidays were either a 
traditional B&B or a caravan. Living in the Midlands our holidays were usually Devon, Somerset, Wales 
and Great Yarmouth. I loved the seaside; the coloured lights in Torquay on the rock walk and a fountain 
that changed colour, playing in the sand and paddling in the sea, the cliff railway down to Oddicombe 
beach at Babbacombe, model villages and at night a walk along a pier and a hot chocolate in Forte's.
I loved it so much I never wanted to leave and cried when it was time to go home - I still do.

As I grew up I went back to Devon on my first holidays with my friends, the
first time I went abroad to Mallorca I was 19. When my son was small we 
went to Devon every year but also went abroad and so I have many happy 
memories of his early years and childhood enjoying rock pooling and 
sandcastle building.

When I sit on a beach abroad and the sea is warm I can just sit and 
dip my toes into the water for hours, and just sit there enjoying the 
sun and the sound of the sea and the colours and reflections in the 
water. I like to see the fish swimming around my toes and feel the 
sand underneath my feet.

The sea is very important to me and I feel terribly sad when I have to leave it.  
When I am there I feel an enormous sense of peace and wellbeing and my worries and 
stresses  melt away. Now I am in my fifties I am finally planning to relocate to the coast to live, my 
partner Mike and I both love the sea and he also has the same feelings about the sea and similar 
memories of his childhood holidays in Weymouth.

My paintings reflect the bright colours and happy memories I have of the sea and people who have 
bought my paintings tell me that they evoke a special seaside memory for them too. My love of the sea 
started in my childhood and I do feel that all children should have a chance to experience a seaside 
holiday and have their own happy holiday memories to keep with them forever.


